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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – May 4, 2020 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. via a 
Zoom conference call due to the COVID-19 health emergency. Committee members present via zoom call: Chair 
Smith, Roberta Visser, Linda Hunt, Bob Goodrich, and Jane Johnson. 
 
ABSENT 
None 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the Zoom 
App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 860 7678 3714#. The notice also 
provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be unable to access the 
meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
None 
 
MINUTES 
The commission members considered the meeting Minutes for April 6, 2020. The was a motion by Johnson to 
approve the Minutes of April 6, 2020. Goodrich seconded the motion and there was no further discussion. All 
were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Public Input – there was none 
 
Aquifer Protection Initiative/discussion/Issues 
Smith suggested tabling this for now. Johnson suggested everyone look on their own, including the Water Study. 
Johnson said also Swanzey ordinances should be looked at. Johnson used Google to find the Swanzey Aquifer 
Protection documents. She said you can Google the Water Study as well.  
 
Irving Gas Station Application 
Smith spoke about providing the minutes with concerns about the application and the Environmental Fact Sheet 
to the Planning Board.  
 
Nongame & Endangered Wildlife Campaign 
Smith said he received a request for a donation. He said the Conservation Commission gave $50 in 2018. He asked 
the members of they wanted to contribute this year. Visser said we should donate because State budgets will be 
cut and they will need funds. Johnson said the Commission has to conserve its funds. 
 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Visser moved to donate $50 to the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Campaign. There was no second to 
the motion and the motion failed. 

 
Scholarship Application 
Smith asked Goodrich about a scholarship application. Senior, Swanzey resident, who has met all requirements for 
graduation. Her name is Elizabeth Alice Domina. The scholarship is $500. Goodrich said there is a letter of 
application. She intends to pursue an Environmental Studies education. She will be attending Hobart Williams 
Smith College. He read Domina’s letter and her interest in the environment was clearly expressed. Johnson said 
she qualifies for the scholarship and it would be money well spent. 
 

Motion was made by Johnson to award Elizabeth Alice Domina a scholarship of $500. The was a second 
by Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion passed.   

 
Check needs to be at school before June 3rd when an award ceremony will be held. Johnson offered to be at the 
ceremony. Smith said he would place a copy of the minutes in the Conservation Commission mailbox so a check 
may be made out. 
 
Asher Development 
Smith said he received a review form for an 80-unit residential property at 173-175 Monadnock Highway. Hunt 
said there is no indication of what the ground is like in back of this property. Hunt said there are Conservation 
issues. She said there is a gully to the rear of the property, and it is not clear if that is being filled. Johnson asked if 
there are changes in the soil around the lot and are there wetlands nearby? Smith said this is not in keeping with 
the Rural Character in the Master Plan. Goodrich said that property has been used for construction equipment 
and auto repairs and there probably should be a soil test to find out if there is any contamination.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Barry Conservation Camp 
Johnson said she will call them. She said she had not heard from anyone about the possibility of that the camp has 
been cancelled. 
 
Mt. Cresson Preharvest Walk – May 7 
Meeting at 3:30 pm at Town Hall. There was a discussion about parking at the bridge parking lot and ferrying 
people to the site from there. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
$4,117.25 was reported by Smith. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Roadside Cleanup 
Smith mentioned that a hundred bags were passed out at the Recycling Center. 
 
Filling Wetlands on Land Adjacent to the South Ashuelot River 
Goodrich spoke about the issues on the property on South Road. He said Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin 
has taken photos of the land and he is sending the photos to the State to find out what next steps would be. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Hunt and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
              
              
         


